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WCGS PTFA Update by Stuart Brown, Chair of the WCGS PTFA 

At the PTFA AGM on Monday 3rd November, another successful year was reviewed by those present including Mr Wilden 

and we appointed a new Chair - Steve Crosby, and Treasurer -  Alison Astrand, both being Y7 parents.  It is great to see 

new support join our committed team.  Please keep an eye out for School Comms updates on PTFA events including how 

to buy tickets.  If you wish to contact the PTFA to find out about our meetings, to offer your help or offer your comments, 

please email wcgsptfa@gmail.com.  Thank you for your continued support. 

Easyfundraising.org.uk is the easiest way to raise money for Wallington County Grammar School.  Shop with any of over 

2,700 retailers and a percentage of what you spend is donated to Wallington County Grammar School at no additional 

cost to you. Retailers include Amazon, John Lewis, eBay, Tesco and many more.  After a very short time being live we are 

have raised £150.77 – Please register to support us today - http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

wallingtoncountygrammar 

Last year amongst other things, we supported the school library, PE Dept, installed new stage curtains, assisted in the 

hire of new equipment for Design Technology and purchased a much needed portable indoor/outdoor PA system for the 

School, along with new gazebos. 

We have also pledged to support the Geography Department, donate new benches to the school field and to assist with 

funding for a new scoreboard and the future provision of a long/triple jump, all of these things from funds raised by the 

PTFA thanks to your kind support. 

 

On behalf of myself and the PTFA, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break, 

 

Stuart Brown - Outgoing Chair, WCGS PTFA 

Follow us on Twitter: @Wallifest 

 

Can I start this edition of The Record by wishing everyone in the Wallington County Grammar School community a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.  This term has seen a number of key events take place and receive much better support 

than in previous years.  The Year 7 Assault Course, won by Woodcote, was more dramatic than ever and attracted big crowds 

of students and parents in Beddington Park which was great to see.  House Drama, won by Radcliffe, displayed skills not seen 

before in this event as students wrote, directed and performed their own plays.  The Autumn Concert and Carol Service had 

more students involved than ever before underlining the continued rise of music in the School.  These are just three examples 

of events which are key in the school calendar and very well supported.  Please look out for events which will be taking place 

during the Spring Term and feel free to join us in a celebration of the amazing skills our students possess.   

 

Parent participation means a lot to us and this is why we have placed developing the relationship between the School and our 

parents within our School Development Plan.  If you would like to get involved and share your experience and skills with other 

parents or with students, please get in touch via wcgs@suttonlea.org explaining how you could help. From flower arranging 

workshops to cricket coaching we are waiting to hear your thoughts. Thank you advance for supporting school events and 

making our community even stronger.  Mr Wilden, Headmaster 

Congratulations to Jing Qiu (U6) on receiving his 3dz2  or-

bital at the CCC Winners’ Reception on Monday 17th No-

vember held at the Royal Society. 

Jing came in the top 50 of 7,000 entrants (even a year 7! par-

ticipated) in the CCC held in June 2014 where students at-

tempted Chemistry questions set well above A level stand-

ard. Jing was also rewarded with a 3 day residential course 

at The Department of Chemistry at Cambridge University 

during the summer. The award ceremony took place in the 

Kohn Centre where students had prepared a 5 minute lec-

ture on their favourite element. Jing selected Gold which 

received a warm applause at the end of his short but enter-

taining and informative talk. 

Lunch was a light buffet followed by more talks and photo 

shots of winners receiving their awards from the competi-

tion sponsors and coordinators. Participating schools re-

ceived more atomic orbitals for their display cabinets 

(please see top shelf in the cabinet in the School reception 

area).  Really  looking forward to the 5f orbital  awards! 

Congratulations to Jing once  again  on his success and all 

the Sixth Form students that participated without  whom 

these  events  would not take place.  (You really  were  a 

brave  bunch  U6). 

Thanks to the Chemistry staff  and  all  staff direct-

ly/indirectly involved for helping out, giving up valuable 

time and allowing the School, pupils  and  Jing the  oppor-

tunity to  shine at this prestigious, national  event.  

 

Lower Sixth Cambridge Chemistry Challenge -  Roentgenium Award Winners’ Reception at The Royal Society by 

Mr Moran 

mailto:wcgsptfa@gmail.com
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wallingtoncountygrammar
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wallingtoncountygrammar


 

 

wcgs The Record - page 2  

The Art Department have enjoyed a 

busy and creative Autumn Term. Mr 

Grant organised residential trips to 

Salisbury (Year 11) and St Ives (6th 

form). Both trips encouraged pupils to 

develop their observational drawing 

skills whilst sketching ‘en plein air’ 

and we were fortunate enough to see a 

range of contemporary painting and 

sculpture. 

Life Drawing classes have taken place 

on Monday afternoons with our 6th 

Form pupils further honing their draw-

ing skills by studying the human figure 

and working in a variety of materials. 

Year 11 pupils produced exciting out-

comes to the project ‘Order and Disor-

der’ in their mock exam with staff and 

students invited to view the work once 

the exam was over. On Tuesday 9th 

December we held a well-attended 

and informative Careers Evening with 

speakers sharing their experiences of 

working in the creative industries. 

Lower 6th student George James has 

devised and painted the School Christ-

mas card design for 2014. 

The Spring Term looks set to be equal-

ly eventful with trips planned for Year 

7 and Year 9 and the start of Year 11 

and 6th Form exam projects. We would 

encourage all students to use some of 

the festive break to visit one of the 

many exciting art exhibitions in and 

around London – ready to use or share 

discoveries in the Spring Term. 

 

 

Art Department News by Miss Musselbrook 

The Design & Technology Department is delighted to an-

nounce the arrival of their new and improved CAD/CAM 

and manufacturing facilities.  These have been made possi-

ble by funding secured by the PTFA, for which we are eter-

nally grateful.   

 

TechSoft 2D Design V2.10. 

The latest version of this popular educa-

tional software provides students with the 

ability to output to our existing Laser Cut-

ter & the new CAM machines below. 

 

 

DS SolidWorks Education Edition 

 

SOLIDWORKS Education Edition Software is a suite of pow-

erful 3D design, simulation and design validation software 

tools with a full curriculum and interactive courseware to 

help us provide the best possible 3D design learning envi-

ronment for our students.  This can now produce Stereo Li-

thography files that means our 3D virtual creations can be 

made into reality with our new 3D Router.   

 

Boxford A3 HSRmi2 

 

Benchtop PC Controlled CNC 3D router.  This versatile fully 

enclosed machine has the capability of 

machining hardwoods, softwoods, non-

ferrous metals, manufactured board, poly-

mers and a range of other synthetic mate-

rials.   

 

Roland CAMM-1 GX24 Servo 

 

This vinyl/card plotter cutter is the latest guise of Roland’s 

benchmark machine.  Students will now be able to decorate 

their creations with custom designed vinyl stickers. 

Meddings Compact Pillar Drills 

 

Three of these have just been installed in 

DT3.  These machines are still produced in 

their factory in Devon.  These machines com-

bine all of Meddings’ years of experience in 

this field.  It is lighter than previous models 

yet still robust and rigid.  It offers perfor-

mance and accuracy to the highest order for 

our students.    

 

Inspired by Design 

 

On Monday 1st December, 16 6th Form students attended the 

annual Inspired by Design study day at University College 

London’s Institute of Education.   

 

On the day the students enjoyed presentations from an im-

pressive team of five successful designers whose products 

highlight different aspects of the design process in a variety 

of fields.  Wayne Hemingway MBE gave a presentation 

about his journey from market seller to international design-

er, including some amusing anecdotes and plenty of useful 

advice for aspiring designers.  The day was hosted by Pas-

cal Anson, designer and lecturer at Kingston University, 

who surprised the students with an original and unusual 

collaborative design exercise in which the whole audience  

participated.  We heard from Emily Campbell, founder-

director and Director of Programmes of the Creative Educa-

tion Academies Trust who defined her six ways of thinking 

about design.  Award-winning British industrial designer 

Sebastian Bergne promoted his philosophy of making eve-

ryday objects special and the ingenious Paper Pulp Hel-

met design team: Bobby Peterson, Ed Thomas and Tom 

Gottelier, talked us through their journey from graduate 

project to international sensation. 

 

 

Design & Technology in the 21st Century! By Mr Weston 

The School has been informed that it's 

recent application to open a new Free 

School in the local area has been suc-

cessful. This written application now 

leads to a formal interview with the De-

partment for Education in early Febru-

ary. The final decision will be made 

before the General Election in May. 

Success in this area of expanding the 

WCGS brand, will lead to a brighter 

future for the School as it will enable it 

to expand its services and capacity to 

improve not only the existing Grammar 

School but also contribute to the chang-

ing educational landscape and change 

the lives of other young people in the 

local area. Our application to sponsor 

other schools is still under review and 

we will hopefully be able to update you 

more in the next edition of The Record. 

 

WCGS Federation Update by Mr Wilden 
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Please remember to use the Amazon link - http://astore.amazon.co.uk/

wallcoungrams-21 - when you shop online- it costs you nothing, but gives vital 

financial support to the School. 

Congratulations to Jake Hard-

man Y10, who, with his sailing 

partner, won the RS Fe-

va National End of Sea-

son Championships at Datchet 

Water Sailing Club, near 

Heathrow  (when)last weekend. 

This is their third major victory 

of the year having won similar-

ly prestigious events in May 

and August. Their results were 

particularly impressive as, 

from 5 races in a very wide 

range of conditions over two 

days of almost none to ex-

tremely windy, their worst re-

sult was 3rd out of over 40 oth-

er boats. Jake has also been 

receiving specialist coaching 

over the winter, from one of our 

Olympic sailors as part of 

the Feva Class National squad.   

Well done Jake! 

Congratulations to the 

following students from 

Year 8 Woodcote for be-

ing the winning anti-

bullying campaign of the 

SMSC day in November:  

Daniel Adjei, Jose Aquino, 

Amaal Wilson, Danil Kodi-

tuwakku, Andrew 

Ronayne, Kirthihan Vi-

jayakumar. 

On 5Th November Dr McColl and Miss Ire-

son were accompanied by Sixth Form Biol-

ogy students; Kiraj Potovado, Harin Vi-

numon, Bernice Ewetade, Teri Kennedy-

Smith, Kiral Dusara, Puja Patel, Sandra 

Shanmuganathan and Manuma Parmar, to 

carry out some exciting science activities 

at Beddington Primary School.  The enthu-

siastic Year 1 pupils had a fantastic time 

making slime, creating rainbow density 

towers and using microscopes for the first 

time. This trip was a great success and was 

thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. A huge 

thank you goes out to the Sixth Form help-

ers who were brilliant at running the activi-

ties, interacted well with the Year 1 stu-

dents and were overall great ambassadors 

for Wallington County Grammar School.   

Many congratulations to 

Old Girl Titi 

Odusanwo currently 

studying Law at Cam-

bridge who was runner 

up in the LSBC Diane 

Abbott award for out-

standing A-Level stu-

dents. Titi says “It was 

such an amazing expe-

rience, I was shortlisted 

to the top 4 and was 

awarded runner up, 

which came with a 

shiny Kindle HD 6 and 

the opportunity to meet 

Baroness Patricia Scot-

land - a big deal for a 

law student!”. 

At the end of every calendar year, schools 

across the country receive a summary of 

how well they have performed. This sum-

mary is known to professionals as the 

Raise on Line report. Part of this document 

looks at how well schools have performed 

compared to previous years and com-

pared to other schools. As a fair measure 

of progress the document uses 'Value Add-

ed'. This looks at how much value a school 

adds to a students prior performance at 

the end of their primary school years. This 

is a true measure of how well a school per-

forms. I am delighted to say that our Value 

Added Measure places us in the top 3% of 

schools nationally! Contributing to this is 

the performance of our core subject areas: 

 

English - top 2% nationally 

Maths - top 2% nationally 

Science - top 1% nationally 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank the students and the staff for all their 

hard work as these are amazing results! 

This Term has seen a small 

staff turnover which in-

cludes staff who are moving 

on to new challenges. Alt-

hough it is far from ideal to 

lose staff one third of the 

way through the academic 

year it is healthy to have a 

staff body who are working 

hard to improve profession-

ally and climb the ladder of 

career development. At 

Christmas we will say good-

bye to the following staff: 

Mr Sommerville (Subject 

Leader for Economics), Mrs 

Glandfield (Exams Officer), 

Mrs Baron (Data Assistant), 

Mrs Williams (Student De-

velopment Officer) and Dr 

Schiavo (Teacher of Maths). 

The recruitment process is 

well underway and so in the 

next edition of The Record I 

will confirm those staff who 

will be newly appointed. If 

you feel you might be inter-

ested in joining our non-

teaching staff, please send 

your CV into the School for 

the attention of Mr J J 

Wilden (Headmaster). Skills 

we are looking for over the 

next few months are in the 

following areas: careers 

guidance, business enter-

prise, public examinations, 

assisting with data analysis 

using SIMS. 

Congratulations to John Onal 

Y9 who is a member of Croy-

don Amphibians Water Polo 

Club and was selected for the 

London U14 Boys Squad at the 

ASA U14 Boys Inter-Regional 

Championships in Walsall on 5 

and 6 December.  The team 

gained Silver Medal position 

after a penalty shoot-out in the 

final.   In addition, John was 

selected to play for  Surrey U14 

Mixed Squad at the ASA Inter 

Counties Under 14 Champion-

ships on December 14th, where 

the team won Silver.  Well done 

John!  

During their first term of play-

ing together, the netball squad 

played their first match away 

against Graveney School.  

Although we lost the first 

match we drew the second! 

The girls showed great team 

spirit and are working hard in 

training  every week to build 

up to the next fixture. 

We celebrated our first term 

with a night out at Frankie and 

Benny’s and a good time was 

had by all! 

In Brief WCGS Staffing Update by Mr  Wilden 

Public Examination Results - GCSEs 2014, by Mr Wilden 

Primary School Science by Dr McColl 

Anti-Bullying by Miss Ball 

Netball News by Miss Gayle 

http://astore.amazon.co.uk/wallcoungrams-21
http://astore.amazon.co.uk/wallcoungrams-21
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We are always keen to receive parental views.  Any suggestions for improvement, ideas for implementation or comments 

on what we have done well, please email Mr Bean on enquiries@wcgs.org.uk 

WINTER 1962 to 1963 by Brian Nicholls, Wallington County Grammar School Old Boy 

 

Self-Discipline  Endeavour  Excellence 

Even harsher than the severe winter of 1947, the winter of 1962 to 1963 was the coldest of the century and the coldest rec-

orded since 1814. The freeze began with heavy snow on Boxing Day and continued until the first signs of a thaw on 6 th 

March 1963. Travel was disrupted and risky and vehicles became buried in the snow. Lakes, rivers (including parts of the 

Thames) and even the sea (at Herne Bay) were frozen over. Many ice-skates were brought into service and in London regu-

lar lunch-time sessions took place on the lake in St James’s Park. Vegetables were frozen in the ground and those that 

could be extracted soared in price. 

 
Inevitably, life at the School was far from normal and for much of the time, cross-country running and tobogganing in Bed-

dington Park were the only form of outdoor exercise available. The annual Inter-House cross-country races could not be 

held on Farthing Downs but efforts were made for them to take place in the neighbourhood of the School. Unconfirmed 

reports put the final casualty figures at two wounded and six missing.   

 

We mark one hundred years from when, 

Young men stood up to fight. 

To rid our world of tyranny, 

To, in darkness, bring us light. 

 

They were a golden generation, 

Of husbands, fathers and sons. 

Who gave their lives for the sake of 

peace, 

To unite our world as one. 

 

Across the earth, the bullets flew, 

Shells whistled as they fell. 

You earned your place in heaven then, 

After spending your years in hell. 

 

Alas, this was not the war they promised, 

Of glory, honour and pride. 

They never showed you those killing 

fields, 

Where only death resides. 

 

But the honour was inside you, men, 

The heroes who chose to go. 

And you, our unknown soldier, 

Whose name we shall never know. 

 

You fought, you fell, your country wept, 

Another boy to never come home. 

We let you lie with friends beside, 

To never lie alone. 

 

And as we cherish the lives of those, 

Who, for our country, fell, 

Although your name may not be known, 

 

We remember you as well. 

At the age of 11, Andrew decided to 

learn to play the piano. His first les-

son was in February 2010, less than 

five years ago. He has now passed 

grades 1, 3, 5, 7 and 8, all with Dis-

tinction. 

Andrew practices for 2-3 hours a 

day Monday to Friday and anything 

up to 5 hours a day at weekends. He 

has played in various recitals and 

concerts and has also been hired to 

play piano at three weddings. 

Andrew had the amazing opportuni-

ty of playing the 9' Model B Stein-

way at London's Abbey Road Studi-

os, earlier this year, which was rec-

orded as a live session by world 

renowned sound engineer, Simon 

Rhodes.  

Although Andrew is mainly known 

for his achievements as a pianist, 

many people do not know that he is 

also a talented actor.  He was re-

cently awarded LAMDA Gold Medal 

Solo Acting, which is no mean feat 

for someone of his age. Andrew has 

performed on stage in various 

shows at Her Majesty's Theatre, The 

LOST Theatre London, Richmond 

Theatre, Broadway Theatre Catford, 

Rose Theatre Kingston, Polka Thea-

tre Wimbledon and Epsom Play-

house.  He has also appeared on TV 

and film and has played piano and 

done voiceover work for a series of 

educational DVDs. 

Andrew is proof that hard work and 

dedication do pay off. 

Andrew Garrido, Year 11 Our Fallen Soldier by Tariq Ali, L6th 

The Chess Team has 

experienced changes 

over the course of the 

year so far, with the 

younger years becom-

ing more heavily in-

volved in the Club, 

matches and tourna-

ments. Noticeably, Nash 

Mishra (Y7), Danyal 

Nawaz (Y9) and James 

Bacon (Y8) have all 

fought well in their 

games, with a good 

level of success. The 

team recently entered a 

highly competitive rap-

id play tournament at 

Wilsons, finishing in the 

top half of a tough field. 

After losing two closely 

fought matches against 

Trinity and Wilsons, the 

team played very well 

against Kingston Gram-

mar, where Shad 

Asinger (U6) won his 

first standard play 

game to bring home a 4

-2 victory. With the 

number of students at-

tending the Club rising 

every week, chess at 

WCGS looks strong to 

deliver more success 

throughout the year. 

 

Chess Update by Connor Powell, U6 


