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WCGS PTFA Update by Steve Crosby, Chair of the WCGS PTFA 

 

The Spring Term is now in full swing and with it comes processes which help whole school evaluation leading to estab-

lishing our new School Development Plan (SDP) for 2015/2016. This may seem a bit early but we are keen to ensure we 

do a thorough job of consulting with all stakeholders before recognising how best the School should develop in the fu-

ture. So far we have carried out the following consultation – Student Council, Governors, Teaching Staff, Non-Teaching 

Staff and Parents/Carers. If you think ‘Well what about me?’ – now it is your turn. You are a valued member of our 

community and in taking the time read this newsletter you are proving that you have an interest in what we do and 

hopefully how we can be even better. If you would like to have your say please do not hesitate to contact me at the 

School by sending an email to enquiries@wcgs.org.uk for the attention of Mr Wilden (Headmaster). It can be about 

anything which may be from the introduction of Computer Science at GCSE/A level, the way the School teaches British 

Values or that the School must improve its website. These three examples are all things that are currently being dis-

cussed, but you may well have different ideas as a parent, carer, old boy or friend of the WCGS Community. The Senior 

Leadership Team will be meeting on Thursday 5 March 2015 to consider all of the evidence, so please get your 

thoughts to me by then. Can I take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support this Half Term. The School is an 

exciting place to learn in and it is not possible without the support of our community – ‘Per Ardua ad Summa’ with ‘Self 

Discipline, Endeavour and Excellence’ – Mr J J Wilden (Headmaster)  

Record Year for Oxbridge Applications by Dr Meek 

It has been a busy start to the New Year 

for the PTFA.  As I write this we are 

preparing for another Year 7 & 8 Disco 

on 27 February, an evening that contin-

ues to be extremely popular with the 

boys.  And we are getting ready for our 

next parent and teacher event, our ev-

er popular Quiz Night on 24 April about 

which you will receive a letter shortly. 

 

We are also in advanced discussions to 

begin running some Familiarisation 

Tests this May and June in advance of 

the School Entrance Exams, for new 

students hoping to join the School in 

Year 7 next school year. We expect to 

be able to announce details of these 

shortly. 

 

By the time we send out the next news-

letter we will have a new website for 

the PTFA, where you’ll be able to keep 

up to date with all the news, fund rais-

ing progress and details of events. This 

will become a valuable communication 

tool for all the parents with students at 

the School. If all goes well we shall also 

be launching an app for android and 

apple devices, so you’ll always have 

PTFA news at hand. Details will be an-

nounced very soon. 

 

As the incoming Chair of the PTFA I 

expect the next year to be a challeng-

ing but enjoyable one and I’d love to 

be able to encourage some new par-

ents to come along and join in with the 

existing PTFA team to support the 

School and our sons and daughters 

during their time here. If you have any 

questions, would like to help out or 

would simply like to just say hello, 

please feel free to email me at 

chair@wcgsptfa.com and I’ll do my 

best to reply as soon as I can. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

Steve Crosby, Chair WCGS PTFA 

Twitter @Wallifest 

This year has been another record year 

for WCGS as far as successful applica-

tions to Oxford and Cambridge are con-

cerned. After last year’s disappointing 

results, it was great to bounce back with 

15 students receiving offers:  13 to 

Cambridge and 2 to Oxford.  Mathemat-

ics and Natural Sciences topped the 

charts with three successful applicants 

apiece. Medicine also enjoyed a suc-

cessful year with two applicants receiv-

ing offers to study at Cambridge, a new 

record for the school. From a Humani-

ties perspective, Classics lived up to its 

usual high standards with successful 

applicants for both Classical Archaeolo-

gy and Ancient History and Egyptology, 

both at Oxford.  Other successful sub-

jects include Engineering, Economics, 

Human, Social and Political Sciences 

and Law. 

 

Successes of this kind represent a huge 

amount of effort over a prolonged peri-

od of time. From Year 9, these students 

have been taking on extra reading, at-

tending and running clubs and socie-

ties, including giving academic papers 

at meetings of the Hutchins Society, and 

pushing their learning in class. In the 

process they have not only developed 

the levels of subject knowledge re-

quired for a successful application, but 

also the intellectual curiosity, flexibility 

and resilience that Oxford and Cam-

bridge particularly prize.  They also 

prove that anyone can do it if they have 

the energy and drive.  They are a credit 

to themselves and the School and, as 

such, deserve our warmest congratula-

tions. 

 

If any students would like further infor-

mation about preparing for a successful 

application to Oxford or Cambridge, 

they should make an appointment to 

talk to Dr Meek or to a relevant Subject 

Leader.    

On the 26 January the WCGS KS3 Choir 

went to the O2 arena to sing at the 

Young Voices Concert.  It was an event 

none of us will forget! The Young Voic-

es Choir included over 7000 students 

from all over London. We sang a bunch 

of great songs, like ‘When I Grow Up’ 

from the musical ‘Matilda’, ‘Pop– Med-

ley’ including ‘Happy’ by Pharrell Wil-

liams and many more! 

It was a fantastic evening, with lots of 

singing, dancing and cheering.  The 

Choir was also singing with some ce-

lebrities, like Lucy Spraggon, from the 

X Factor.  The arena was filled with a 

huge array of lights, all the children 

waving and dancing with the music! 

I really enjoyed the concert and I 

would recommend it to anyone. It was 

an event not to be missed! 

Young Voices Choir at the O2 by Kathir Sayon, 7RA 

mailto:enquiries@wcgs.org.uk
mailto:chair@wcgsptfa.com


 

 

wcgs The Record - page 2  

WCGS Federation Update by Mr Wilden 

Staffing Update by Mr Wilden 

After the departure of Dr Schiavo (Maths) and Mr Sommerville (Economics) at Christmas we have recruited two new 

members of staff. Mr Wilson (Maths) and Mr Maloney (Economics) on a temporary basis to support public examination 

classes. During the Spring Term we will ensure these vacancies are filled on a permanent basis. We are also in the pro-

cess of filling the following non-teaching staff, administration vacancies - Examinations Officer, Data Assistant, Co-

curricular Coordinator and Key Stage 5 Pastoral Support Officer. I will communicate the names of successful candi-

dates in our March newsletter. Other staffing news includes the appointment of Miss Gallagher (Chemistry) as the 

School's new Teaching Staff Governor. 

On Wednesday 21 January the School was interviewed by the Department of Education for an opportunity to open a new 

11 - 18 mixed comprehensive Free School in Croydon. The interview went very well and we will get final confirmation in 

mid March. I will update you in our March newsletter of the outcome and further details of where the school may be built 

should we be successful. In addition to the application to open a new Free School we are also looking to expand the 

WCGS Federation to include a sponsored academy. This essentially means that Wallington County Grammar School will 

support another local school to raise educational standards. This allows us to share our outstanding practice whilst 

strengthening our financial and professional capacity. While supporting others we will also gain in increased capacity 

and eventually benefit financially from the economies of scale spread across several schools. As this initiative gathers 

momentum I will keep people updated. 

This term the Drama Department hosted Lotte Rice, a RADA 

graduate who came to share her experience of Drama 

School with a selection of students from Years 9-13. Her 

lively workshop gave them an opportunity to work in a 

large group, create some bizarre characters and experi-

ment with how to portray status on stage. The students thor-

oughly enjoyed it - do keep your eyes peeled for more 

opportunities like this if you are interested in taking part! 

RADA Workshop by Miss Weddell 

Now collecting in Reception - Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers. 

I was recently given the privilege of acting as ambassador 

for WCGS – visiting our partner school in Galle, southern 

Sri Lanka. Richmond College has an impressive pedigree, 

having schooled not only two of this island nation’s recent 

presidents, but also C W W Kannangara, the man original-

ly responsible for establishing Sri Lanka’s policy of free 

education for all. While a collar and tie in the heat and hu-

midity of Galle caused me some mild discomfort, this was 

more than offset by the kindness of students, staff and par-

ents in the Richmond community. We are very lucky to 

have such an institution as our partner – the similarities are 

striking. Committed, intelligent students and staff, a broad 

curricula and a genuine understanding of the importance 

of global learning are just a few of the distinctions that 

bind us, not to mention the cramped corridors during les-

son changes! In early March an English Teacher alongside 

no less than the Principal of Richmond College will be 

joining us at Wallington for a week – if you are interested 

in helping to host our guests, perhaps for one weekday 

meal or an early evening activity, then please do contact 

me on wgrant3@suttonmail.org. Long may our partnership 

thrive! 

 

Mr Grant’s Visit to our Partner School, Richmond College, in Sri Lanka 

WCGS Artists were well represented at the Sutton Youth Art Exhibition held in the Euro-

pa Gallery in Sutton Library. The show runs until Friday 13 February and has work on 

display from all secondary schools in the borough. Harrison Rowland of Year 11 and 

Daniel Sepahie of the Lower Sixth have won special commendation for their pieces. The 

Private View was attended by the Mayor of Sutton who presented students with their 

prizes. 

Sutton Youth Art Exhibition by Miss Musselbrook 

mailto:wgrant3@suttonmail.org
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Please remember to use the Amazon link - http://astore.amazon.co.uk/wallcoungrams-21 - when you shop 

online- it costs you nothing, but gives vital financial support to the School. 

Food Tech News by  Mr Shirwani 

Year 11 GCSE Hospitality Trip to Nightingale’s Restau-

rant, Carshalton College – Friday 23rd January, 2015 

Year 11 GCSE Hospitality pupils had the opportunity to go 

on a trip to Nightingale’s Restaurant, Carshalton College, 

in preparation for their Task 3 Hospitality controlled as-

sessment. Task 3 will put their culinary skills, teamwork, 

and entrepreneurship to the test. Three groups will plan 

and host their own event in the School Hall for ten lucky 

guests. They will be required to plan a three course meal, 

according to a theme of their choice, and use high level 

skills to prepare dishes to serve during their event.  

 

The trip to Nightingale’s was the perfect opportunity for 

the pupils to gain a deeper insight into the running of a 

restaurant; their hosts being catering students from Car-

shalton College, who were only a couple of years older 

than themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a 20 minute walk to the restaurant, which may have 

helped in building up an appetite for some of the pupils, 

and a brief introduction, lunch was soon served. The 

‘escalope of chicken with button mushroom sauce’ ended 

up being the most popular main course choice among the 

pupils, whilst the ‘pineapple upside down pudding’ 

proved to be the most popular dessert.  

 

Thank you to Carshalton College for rustling up some deli-

cious food, and a very big thank you to Year 11 for their 

excellent behaviour and representation of the School on 

this trip.  

 

In other news… 

 

Old boy, Angad Mangat (left 2014), who is currently work-

ing as a Patisserie Chef at the Marriott Hotel, Regents Park, 

returned on Thursday 22 January to demonstrate how to 

make a chocolate fondant to the Year 10 GCSE Food Tech. 

class. These photos of his work speak for themselves.  

 

We’ve made some major changes to 

our IT infrastructure over the last 12 

months. Our connection to the internet 

has been upgraded from 40Mbps to 

100Mbps and can be increased in the 

future to 400Mbps when required. 

Internally, we’ve replaced all of our 

network switches with brand new Gi-

gabit ones and have removed network 

bottle-necks by installing new fibre-

optic links between key locations. This 

has made the network faster and more 

reliable. 

 

During the summer we moved our 

Internet Service Provider to the Lon-

don Grid for Learning (LGfL) which 

was the first step to open up many 

more benefits to staff and students 

alike. We were the first school in Sut-

ton to move to the LGfL. 

 

Since September we have launched a 

new IT Helpdesk for staff which ena-

bles them to log problems with us 

more efficiently, introduced an IT 

Knowledgebase where answers to 

common problems can be found, pro-

vided remote access capabilities to 

our internal network for staff and are 

currently migrating students to Office 

365. 

 

Office 365 provides students with Out-

look email, Word, Excel and Power-

point – together with 10GB of Cloud 

storage – accessible from anywhere 

with an internet connection. Links to 

use Office 365 can be found at the top 

of the school’s website – 

www.wcgs.org.uk . Please encourage 

your son or daughter to make use of 

Office 365. The email address to log-

on is {username.319}@wcgsmail.com 

together with their usual password. If 

they have any problems, they should 

come and see us in the IT Support Of-

fice. 

 

There are more improvements and 

upgrades coming in the future – in-

cluding delivery of 20 brand new PCs 

for the Sixth Form Centre which will 

be installed shortly after the Spring 

Half Term .  We will keep you updated 

on  any other developments as and 

when they happen. 

IT News from Mr Watson 

http://astore.amazon.co.uk/wallcoungrams-21
http://www.wcgs.org.uk
mailto:%7busername.319%7d@wcgsmail.com
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We are always keen to receive parental views.  Any suggestions for improvement, ideas for implementation or comments 

on what we have done well, please email Mr Bean on enquiries@wcgs.org.uk 

 

Self-Discipline  Endeavour  Excellence 

 

This term, Wallington are delighted to invite you to our produc-

tion of the play ‘There is a War’ by Tom Basden.  It is a comedy 

about a young doctor who is desperately in search of ‘the war’, 

but she encounters a host of bizarre obstacles on her journey to-

wards the front.  We have over 50 students acting, singing, help-

ing back-stage, providing the sound and lighting, and creating 

props - so plenty of reasons to come and enjoy the show! 

 

Performances will be held on Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 25 

March in the Main Hall at 7.30pm.  Tickets cost £5 for adults and 

£3 for young people.  Look out for an opportunity to buy tickets on 

Parentpay from 23 February. 

 

THERE IS A WAR W all ing to n  

Wallington County Grammar School Year 7 students took part in a number of  fundraising schemes this half term, raising 

£2,365 for charity. Over the last few weeks, we have been raising money for LEPRA which is a charity that helps those 

who are blighted with leprosy in Asia - giving leprosy sufferers cows to milk and gain profit, giving them medicine and 

funding operations to help with the disease.  

 

Firstly, we had to ask people from our family to sponsor us for our LEPRA workout (which I’ll tell you about later). Whilst 

all of us raised reasonably high figures, there were two people who can’t go unmentioned for the amount of money they 

raised. They’re both in 7MA unsurprisingly (Mandeville is the most caring house! No bias at all!).  Their names are Nash 

Mishra and Kush Patel, and they raised over £100, which is just jaw-droppingly amazing. The next task we were given 

was making mini businesses.  Radcliffe went for dancing with teachers, Woodcote opted for loom bands, as well as sweet  

selling, Mandeville went for sponging teachers and children (thank  goodness I chose not to be sponged!), Ruskin went 

for raffles, cookies as well as a conglomeration of other things, Bridges went for a raffle and Carew went for the marsh-

mallow eating game, as well as the chilli challenge in which I burnt my mouth. I’ve had better days! Anyway, the winners 

were Ruskin, who won the grenades for our upcoming paintballing trip.   

 

Now for the fun part, the workout, in which we all got to do Zumba. It was so much fun - we got to dance to so many differ-

ent songs!  After a cornucopia of different yet entertaining activities, it was time to find out which raised the most overall. 

Who was it? You could cut the tension with a knife! Had we beaten Ruskin? Had Woodcote outperformed Carew! In sec-

ond place was Ruskin. This was it - who had won? It was Mandeville! Yippee!   

LEPRA Fundraising by Jamali Blair 7MA 


