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WCGS PTFA Update by Steve Crosby, Chair of the WCGS PTFA 

 

Happy Easter! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and students who have worked so hard this academic year. Back in early 

Spring the School was named by DfE Performance Tables, the Telegraph and Evening Standard newspapers as being within 

the top ten schools nationally with regards the Value Added measures which are applied to our GCSE results. This is testa-

ment to the work of our students and the way in which our staff direct their targeted intervention. Within this performance 

measure was a national award from the DfE for the School in the way it supports more vulnerable students who attract Pupil 

Premium payments to support their progress. This kind of news makes it all worthwhile as we firmly believe here at WCGS 

that we are here for all students and to ensure we change people's lives for the better. It may be a bit early to celebrate but I 

can confirm that internal measures are looking positive and that we will again next year achieve outstanding public examina-

tion results. This statement is of course, subject to a productive Easter holiday and a well-organised revision programme. 

Happy holidays!  Mr J J Wilden, Headmaster 

WCGS to Send Four Students to the Spelling Bee Regional Finals in London by Mrs Mortreuil 

Year 7 students went through a second round qualifier in school to qualify for the Spelling Bee Regional Finals for 

French and Spanish. We are proud to announce that the following students will be representing Wallington County 

Grammar School in the Regional Final in April and wish them every success. 

French:  Abhyshek Senthoorselvan; Shai Yehezkel 

Spanish: Manoj Gotlipati, Airaj Shaik 

I am delighted to announce that the PTFA now has its own website, on which you will be able to find news of upcoming 

events as well as general information about the PTFA, how you can help out and how to get involved. As time goes on we 

will be adding more pages and information to the site but please do have a look and let us have any feedback on how we 

can make improvements to benefit the School. The all-important address is www.wcgsptfa.com.  

To tie in with the website launch, the PTFA has also announced the introduction of 11+ Familiarisation Tests for current 

Year 5 students looking to gain valuable experience for the entrance exams in the Autumn. These will run over eight ses-

sions in May and June this year. Full details and booking options can be found here: www.wcgsptfa.com/familiarisation-

tests.  

In the past few weeks the PTFA has been able to purchase some new drum equipment for the Music Department, some 

storage and much needed equipment for the Drama Department, new lino cutting equipment for the Art Department and 

we are currently looking at supporting the Sports Department with some exciting projects. 

On a social note, we’d love you all to join us for our Quiz Night on Friday 24 April. Teams containing up to 8 members 

can enter and the evening features a Fish’N’Chip supper and a variety of fun and challenging rounds. You’ve got to come 

– at least to make sure you beat the teachers’ team! Details on our website http://www.wcgsptfa.com/quiz-night-2015  

We hope to see you at an event very soon! 

Many thanks, 

Twitter @Wallifest 

Now collecting in Reception - Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers. 

On the 7 March Mr Grant and a num-

ber of sixth-form artists attended the 

annual 'ARTiculation' Conference at 

Clare College, Cambridge. We were 

lucky enough to hear from some influ-

ential art-world celebrities, including 

Dr Penelope Curtis, Director of the 

Tate Britain Gallery, as well as to par-

take in a private guided tour of the 

Tudor King's College Chapel and oth-

er ancient and impressive architectur-

al delights of the city. The highlight 

was undoubtedly the talks delivered 

by student finalists in the ARTiculation 

Public-Speaking Competition which 

covered subject areas as diverse as 

Rembrandt's etchings to Marina 

Abramovic's gruesome performance 

pieces. The Wallington contingent 

were surprised by the award of first 

place to a student who spoke on a Cin-

dy Sherman film still, as our unani-

mous favourite was a talk on Jeff 

Koon's Celebration. The wondrously 

subjective nature of art and design 

continues to spark debate within the 

Department!'  

Art News from Mr Grant 

Please register with easyfundraising to help raise money for WCGS as you shop:  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wallingtoncountygrammar  

http://www.wcgsptfa.com
http://www.wcgsptfa.com/familiarisation-tests
http://www.wcgsptfa.com/familiarisation-tests
http://www.wcgsptfa.com/quiz-night-2015
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wallingtoncountygrammar
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Motivation for Year 11, 12 and 13 by Mr Wilden 

A New WCGS Free School Approved by Mr Wilden 

On Friday 13 February, Darren Shan, a 

famous author, came to our school to 

talk to Years 8 and 9 about his new 

book and his career.  

His new book is called Zom-B Bride 

along with the other 8 books that he 

has released. At the beginning he told 

us that his new book was out and that 

he would be signing copies at the end 

of the session. Afterwards, he read out 

a passage from the first book in his 

series called Zom-B. When he read it 

out, he read with great expression 

which showed what the characters 

were like and brought them to life. He 

scared everyone when he shouted 

pretending to be one of the characters 

which was immune to the zombies. It 

was really loud as it came from all four 

of the speakers. 

Next he told us about the process of 

writing a book and how long it took. 

We found out that he releases a book 

every three months but on a different 

schedule. It took him about a year or 

two to write each book. This is because 

he started a book and then he left it for 

a while, and then came back with even 

more ideas. Afterwards he read a pas-

sage out from his third book, which 

showed how people got infected to 

become a zombie. This was in a real 

life situation to make it even more real-

istic.  

At the end we asked him some ques-

tions which were mainly associated 

with his other books and series such as 

the Chronicles of Darren Shan and the 

Demonata series. An interesting ques-

tion asked was what he did to get ide-

as. His answer was that he sees all of 

his ideas somewhere in the world. One 

of his ideas was about one of his 

friends in school. He was really friend-

ly but strong at the same time. Darren 

wondered what he would be like if he 

was a bully and he experimented with 

that idea in one of his books.   

We thoroughly enjoyed Darren’s talk 

and gaining an insight into the life of 

an author.    

     

Sometimes all that is needed to moti-

vate someone is a smile or a pat on the 

back. Other times more thoughtful en-

couragement is needed. When I go 

home to see my 7 and 4 year old boys 

they are full of stories of what they did 

at school and tell me that they love 

learning and playing football (soon to 

be rugby!). I am going to guess that this 

motivation does not always maintain its 

course through the teenage years. One 

thing I know from talking to parents is 

that sometimes they would like to say 

so much to their son or daughter but 

never have the opportunity to do so. 

This might be because they get home 

late from work or that when they ap-

proach their son or daughter and say 

how are things going it is the last thing 

that young people want to talk about. I 

therefore have an idea which I would 

like to share.  

After the Easter Holidays I will promise 

to deliver any letters that are submitted 

to the School by parents for the atten-

tion of their son or daughter. These 

hand-written or typed letters should be 

emailed or scanned to the School at 

enquiries@wcgs.org.uk.  Please make 

sure you clearly state in the subject 

header ... 'A letter of motivation to 

(student name)'. Alternatively, hand-

written letters can be submitted to the 

main reception and once again we will 

deliver them. Letters must be submit-

ted to the school by Friday 17 April 

2015 and they will be personally deliv-

ered the following week for a private 

moment before examination leave 

starts. It may seem a bit old fashioned 

but a few words go a long way and stu-

dents will be able to read and re-read 

your words of encouragement as they 

enter this important time in their lives. I 

hope that you take the opportunity to 

say something special which will mean 

so much. Some sentence starters ... 

Although we don't always talk as much 

as we should I want you to know that ... 

I hope this letter gives you the motiva-

tion to do your best which is all I can 

ask ... 

I may shout and scream sometimes but 

it comes from the heart. I am so proud 

of you! 

Make me proud in your exams this year 

and I will buy you a (     ) ... 

I hope this helps and I look forward to 

playing postman.  

The School received some excellent news on Monday 9 

March 2015. We have been approved by the Department of 

Education to open a new Free School in Croydon under the 

WCGS Federation banner. The proposed opening date will 

be September 2018. This is good news as it moves WCGS 

towards the DfE’s vision of the most successful schools lead-

ing others and becoming 'self-improving' within a family of 

schools. The state sector of education is unlikely to attract 

vast amounts of funding and so it is up to us to find econo-

mies of scale and use our ability to raise standards in other 

geographical areas. With news of this approval comes 

some funding to build our current leadership capacity. 

What this means is that over the next few years we can 

make enhanced pathways for school leaders at WCGS, 

keeping the best staff and giving them opportunities while 

attracting new staff to join as one of the most desirable pro-

viders in the area. This is a significant step in developing 

the WCGS brand and demonstrating that we are capable of 

becoming ever more popular. I have never wanted to cut 

our curriculum plan or take drastic steps like other schools 

in forcing redundancies. Although the financial future still 

looks bleak for schools, WCGS is doing all it can to ensure 

it continues to be a leader in education for the benefit of our 

staff, students and parents. Thanks to all those who continue 

to support our development. Have your say on this initiative 

by visiting www.wcgsfederation.co.uk. 

A Visit From Darren Shan By Anish Malik (8BR) and Parth Visrolia (8MA)  

http://www.wcgsfederation.co.uk
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Food Tech News by  Mr Shirwani 

 

A Success for the School Council  

The School Council, although by no means a vigorous body, achieved its first major success during the year. The mem-

bers of the senior school were now resplendent in a new design of tie, which, with its narrow gold and blue stripes, was 

a decided improvement on the traditional black tie which continued to be worn in the junior school.  

The prefects too, appeared suddenly in their new caps, the old ones having been out of fashion for many years. 

Out for a Duck 

Cricket on the School field this year was enlivened by the participation of two goslings belonging to the Young Farmers. 

Given the freedom of the field, they interrupted many a game by distracting the outfielders; and batsmen departing sor-

rowfully from the wicket after failing to score, sometimes faced the added indignity of being greeted by two gregarious 

members of the duck family! 

WCGS in 1955 by Brian Nicholls, Wallington County Grammar School Old Boy 

Congratulations to Niket Rajeevan (9S) whose ‘Lamb and 

Potato Curry’ recipe featured in the John Vincent column in 

the Metro earlier this year. Niket’s dish was the winning 

recipe in the restaurant chain, Leon’s, ‘Cook 5’ Competi-

tion and his reward was a visit from John Vincent himself, 

alongside a £2,500 cheque!  

 

 

 

Following on from their trip to Nightingale’s training res-

taurant, Carshalton College, Year 11 recently completed 

their own hospitality-based event on Friday 27 February, 

as part of their Hospitality GCSE.  The three teams had 

each picked separate and unique themes to base their 

menu and decoration on; Mardi Gras, Chinese New Year, 

and New Year’s Eve. It was not an easy task, but with care-

ful planning  and plenty of cooking experience, the boys 

rose to the challenge.  

After two hours of solid cooking, lunch was served at 1pm 

to a total of 30 lucky guests. Overall, the boys performed 

exceptionally well and this was reflected in the positive 

feedback given by the guests at the end of the event. Well 

done Year 11! 

 

 

 

 

 

We have recently established a connection with the ‘La 

Veranda’ Restaurant in Carshalton, whose current owner is 

old boy Daniele Bragalone. It’s a very new link and we look 

forward to seeing our relationship develop over time. 

Congratulations to the Wallington students who received Jack Pet-

chey Awards at the Ashcroft Theatre in February: 

George Webber, Benjamin Charnock, Salih Kadri, Riyaad Ali, Mylan 

Santhakumar, Yusuf Sadiq, Stephen Alfred, Samuel Yately. 

Congratulations also to Johnson Sobodun, a member of the WCGS 

Premises Team, who won the Leader Award, as voted for by the 

WCGS students.  They are grateful for Johnson’s helpful and friendly 

approach to his work, often going above and beyond the remit of his 

role to ensure that the School looks its best and that students and staff 

work in a pleasant environment. 

Well done everyone! 

Jack Petchey Award Winners 
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We are always keen to receive parental views.  Any suggestions for improvement, ideas for implementation or comments 

on what we have done well, please email Mr Bean on enquiries@wcgs.org.uk 

 

Self-Discipline  Endeavour  Excellence 

If you have not already done so, please don’t forget to sign up to our Alumni Association  at 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/wallington (ex students) and 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/student/wallington for students currently in the Upper Sixth. 

Undoubtedly, the long term future of any cricket club is dependent on running a successful colts section, and at Chip-

stead Coulsdon Walcountians CC, we try to do just that. 

Currently, we coach boys and girls from age 5-6 to 16 from 6.15pm onwards on Friday evenings (from 17 April until 

mid-August) at our picturesque ground at High Road, Chipstead 

The Club has a thriving colts section for boys and girls aged 6 to 16 years. In 2015 the Club will be fielding sides in the 

East Surrey League and Cup at U10, U11, U13, U14 and U15 level. As well as this, our Saturday 4th XI and Sunday 2nd 

XI offer an introduction to adult cricket for the older colts, with opportunities to progress as they develop. In 2011 our 

all-conquering Under 15 team were Surrey Champions, and by 2014 five members of that team had progressed to 

play in the Club's successful 1st XI. 

 

From May to August, weather permitting, there are adult net practices at the club from 6.30pm every Thursday even-

ing, and our colts sessions start at 6.15pm every Friday. We have several ECB Level 2 qualified coaches, and all our 

coaches have DRB criminal records checks.  

We are also running pre-season indoor nets, for both colts and adults on Sunday mornings at Wallington County 

Grammar School (from 10am onwards) so any older boys (or fathers!) wishing to join a club cricket environment 

would be more than welcome to attend. 

Any questions or enquiries please contact John Blackburn – jb.rovers@btinternet.com  

Chipstead Coulsdon Walcountians CC 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/wallington
mailto:jb.rovers@btinternet.com

